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CEYLON. 

By  Vice  Consul  John  A.  Nye,  Colombo,  August  23. 

Ceylon's  trade  in  1915  was  affected  by  the  shortage  of  ocean  ton- 
nage, heavy  increases  in  freight  and  insurance  charges,  export  re- 
strictions on  certain  products,  and  occasional  losses  of  steamers  laden 
"with  cargo.  Despite  these  handicaps  and  resti'ictions,  however,  the 
total  trade  of  Ceylon  for  1915  was  the  largest  recorded  in  its  history. 
This  was  due  to  the  great  increase,  in  both  quantity  and  value,  in 
the  exports  of  the  staple  products  of  the  island. 
Trade  Returns  for  Ten  Years. 

The  total  value  of  Ceylon's  imports  and  exports  for  1915,  ex- 
clusive of  specie  and  bunker  coal,  was  $141,7S1,8'2.'?«,  of  which  $53,089,- 
540  represents  imports  and  $88,692,283  exports  and  reexports.  These 
figures  indicate  a  trade  balance  in  favor  of  Ceylon  of  $35,602,743,  or 
an  excess  in  value  of  exports  over  imports  equivalent  to  67  per  cent. 

The  following  table  shows  the  annual  A^alue  of  Ceylon's  imports 
and  exports  (excluding  treasure  and  coal  for  steamers)  for  the  last 
10  years : 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports  and 
reexporis. 

Total. 

1906 

836,592,595 
38,952,093 
39, 717, 260 
40,697,439 
48, 728, 475 
50,931,520 
56,880,615 
60,368,312 
55,905,553 
53,089,540 

$35,594,111 
41,971,373 
41,839,625 
47,659,140 
54,008,935 
58, 568, 763 
64,547,602 
75,588,731 
70,844,514 
88, 692, 283 

$72,186  713 

3907. .    .   

80  923  406 

190? 

81,556  882 

1909 

88, 356, 576 
102  737  410 

1910 

1911 . .           

109,500,485 
121, 428, 224 
135,957,048 

1012 

1913 

1914 

126,750,067 
141  781  8''3 

1915 .... 

The  foregoing  table  shoAvs  that  for  imports  Ceylon  was  a  rapidly 
expanding  market  (chieflv  manufactures),  having  made  steady  an- 
nual increases  from  $36,592,595  in  1906  to  $60,368,312  in  1913.  The 
first  year  of  the  war  caused  a  sharp  decline  of  nearly  $4,500,000,  and 
the  second  year  a  still  further  decline  of  nearly  $3,000,000,  but  these 
were  not  the  result  of  a  decreased  purchasing  power,  but  of  the  diffi- 
culty in  getting  orders  filled  and  commodities  transported.  The 
trade  balance  of  1915  indicates  that  the  island  was  never  in  a  more 
prosperous  condition. 

Exports  (including  reexports)  for  1915,  which  exceeded  those  of 
1914  by  nearly  $18,000,000  and  those  of  1913  by  over  $13,000,000, 
were  more  than  double  the  value  of  those  in  1908.  Due  allowance 
must  be  made  for  prevailing  conditions  in  making  permanent  deduc- 
tions from  these  statistics. 
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Distribution  of  Trade. 

The  foJlowin^i,-  table  shows  the  distribution  of  the  trade  of  Ceylon 
(including  specie)  with  the  principal  countries  of  the  world  in  1914 
and  1915 : 


Countries 

Imports  Irom. 

Exports  and 

reexports  to. 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

British  Kmpire: 

United  lCins;dom , 

S16, 709, 692 

1.144,731 

723.  153 

3, 530 

21.275,084 

433,227 

679. ) 16 

4, 997,  ,592 

330, 230 

444,456 

255, 058 

297.08! 

22, 901 

467, 636 

1,394,506 

257,286 

258, 044 

955  793 

8.36,482 

477,613 

61,602 

492.  6,"9 

5,563 

f5,977 
18, 054 
612, 506 
25,  507 
131.222 
120, 887 
742,209 
148,344 

$11, 630, 980 

623, 506 

853, 885 

1,380 

20.93'».,382 

522, 860 

735,998 

5.  .528, 270 

8.000 

30, 613 

.301,035 

399,337 

43,369 

337. 727 

98,147 

217, 063 

112.167 

l,71i;822 

1,171,395 

329, 667 

190. 990 

265. 910 

6,  800 

11,405 

19S 

414,429 

16, 662 
154,353 

180,473 

1,557,088 

243. 092 

§37,491,133 

5, 172, 160 

781,798 

1,402,783 

2,018,341 

112, 655 

64,6.59 

282, 958 

.583, 836 

2, 170, 529 

6,614 

S99,062 

817.229 

402.371 

3,807,070 

60,212 

65,501 

219,470 

IS.  70, 

4,S8,S4! 

237. 935 

289 

117,102 

905, 223 

2, 147,  .522 

578 

173, 161 

45, 712 

4,107 

10,200,612 

468, 061 

$47,711,755 

6,081,510 

1, 532. 722 

British  America 

1,533,747 

2, 768, 999 

Honcikons;    

55, 538 

68. 009 

Straits  Settlements 

372, 755 

37 

Borneo 

6,160 

China 

1,246,466 

1.813.138 

1  ranre 

797, 662 

22, 787 

Italv 

47.563 

Jauan 

179, 300 

Java 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Persici 

0,078 

814,170 

776,203 

18, 268 

113,  ,501 

Russia: 

1,779,141 

In  Europe 

3,  171.477 

1,697 

Spain 

196,001 

10. 979 

Switerland 

4,769 

United  States 

17.071.769 

All  otlicr  countries 

158, 800 

Total 

57,414,047 

54,049,510 

71,172,253 

88. 692, 670 

Imports  from  Japan  increased  by  79  per  cent,  but  the  exports 
thereto  declined  by  over  18  per  cent.  Imports  from  the  United  King- 
dom declined  by  $5,078,712  from  1914  to  1915,  while  the  exports  ad- 
vanced from  $37,491,133  to  $47,711,755— a  total  gain  of  $10,220,622. 
This  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  Ceylon  importers  have  found  it 
increasingly  difficult  to  get  orders  filled  by  British  manufacturers, 
while  Ceylon's  staple  exports,  principally  tea,  rubber,  coconut  oil, 
copra,  and  plumbago,  were  in  increasing  demand. 

Exports  of  Ceylon  tea  to  Eussia  alone  showed  a  remarkable  in- 
crease of  11,188,195  pounds  over  the  shipments  in  1911,  which  is 
accounted  for  by  the  increased  use  of  tea  in  Eussia  consequent  upon 
the  abolition  of  the  vodka  traffic.  In  1915  Eu,ssia  took  25,097,035 
pounds  of  Ceylon  tea,  this  being  two  and  a  half  times  the  quantity 
sent  to  America  and  more  than  11  per  cent  of  the  total  exportation. 
Exports  of  Ceylon  tea  in  1915  increased  22,000,000  pounds  over  1914. 
while  at  the  same  time  the  average  price  increased  from  15  cents  to 
18,4  cents  per  pound,  the  highest  received  for  the  last  28  j'ears.  The 
total  exportation  amounted  to  no  less  than  215,032,727  pounds,  con- 
stituting a  record  for  the  island. 
Ceylon's  Export  Trade — Articles  Exported, 

Cejdon's  exports  from  1906  to  1913  showed  steady  annual  increases, 
rising  from  a  total  valuation  (including  that  of  goods  reexported) 
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of  $35,594,111  in  lOOG  to  no  less  than  $75,588,731  in  1013.  The  first 
effects  of  the  war  >vas  reoistered  in  Ceylon  by  a  decrease  in  the  value 
of  the  exports  of  $-4,744:,217  in  191-1,  but  the  increase  in  1915  of 
$17,817,769  shows  the  stability  of  the  island's  industries  and  the 
rapidity  with  which  they  adapted  themselves  to  the  changed  con- 
ditions. 

Tea,  rubber,  coconut  oil.  desiccated  coconut,  and  ])hunbago  were 
the  six  leading  exports  in  the  order  named.  Together  they  made 
up  $82,098,591,  or  more  than  92  per  cent,  of  the  total  exports,  tea 
and  rubber  alone  constituting  more  than  7()  per  cent  of  the  total. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  jn-incipal  exports  from  Ceylon  in 
1914  and  1915  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


1914 


Quantity. 


Value. 


1915 


Quantity, 


Value. 


Animals,  live Number. 

Areca  nuts lumdred weight" . 

Cacao do. . . 

Cardamoms do. . . 

Cinnamon do... 

Coconuts: 

I>esi'.  cated do. . . 

Fresh number. 

Coffee hundredweight. 

Coir: 

Fiber do. . . 

Rope do... 

Yarn do... 

Copra do. . . 

Fertilizers do. . . 

Fish,  cured do. . . 

Kitul  (fiber) do... 

Oils,  vege(al)le: 

Cinnamon otmces. 

Citronella pounds. 

Coconut hundredweight . 

Palmyra  fiber do — 

Plumbago do — 

Poonac do — 

Rubber pounds . 

Shells,  chank number. , 

Skins,  dressed hundredweight . , 

Tea pounds.. 

Textiles 

Timber tons . , 

Tobacco pounds. , 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1,007 
93,200 
54,770 

3,90G 
36,431 

311,864 
11,429,594 

299 

227, 931 
17,031 
109, 123 
1,411,947 
8,302 
3,392 
1, 8C4 

47,065 

1,443,550 

486, 286 

1,784 

284,562 

211,563 

37,343,753 

1, 8t)8, 805 

9,531 

193,583,042 


2,765 
4, 821, 224 


$40, 191 
583,470 
670,714 
260, 566 
524, 596 

2,543,118 

289, 668 

5,554 

419,279 
55, 254 

441,828 

7,542,403 

16, 987 

25,  276 

33, 500 

3,009 

447, 234 

4,344,910 

11.542 

1,380,201 

296, 762 

20,037,753 

18, 877 

191, 124 

29, 110, 114 

55,380 

51,1C4 

313,486 

1,124,554 


70,844,514 


227 

171,854 

83,843 

5,190 

57,607 

349, 009 

5, 827, 669 

185 

195, 743 
21,491 
97,343 
1,208,  .529 
2,581 
4,310 
1,802 

101,035 

1,698,684 

501,510 

2,588 

436, 351 

219  292 

51,526J30 

1,512,950 

7,569 

215, 632, 727 


2, 927 
3,119,188 


511,673 

1,08.5,400 

1,015,133 

272,339 

648,  111 

2,805,336 

104, 102 

1,860 

292, 125 
69, 724 
334,366 
5,728,475 
4,221 
36,116 
32,592 

13.427 

486,337 

4,204,337 

20,577 

2,569,434 

323,245 

27,001,605 

19, 634 

151,073 

39,729,404 

48, 447 

27,771 

188,  (-48 

1,346,711 


o  1  hundredweiglit=  112  pounds. 

The  total  for  1915,  $88,692,283,  includes  the  value  of  foreign  goods 
reexported,  $2,479,558,  principally  rubber  (from  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments and  British  India),  2,722,914  pounds,  worth  $1,432,357;  cured 
fish  (from  British  India),  2,890  hundredweight,  to  the  value  of 
$33,569;  and  textiles,  practically  all  of  Avhich  were  reexports. 

Prosperous  Year  for  Tea  Trade. 

The  year  1915  was  the  most  prosperous  that  the  Ceylon  tea  industry 
has  ever  experienced,  the  exports  amounting  to  215,632,727  pounds, 
of  the  value  of  $39,729,404 — the  first  time  the  exports  have  exceeded 
200,000,000  pounds — an  increase  in  quantity  of  11.3  per  cent  over 
1914.  At  the  same  time  the  average  price  of  tea  rose  during  the  year 
by  about  20  per  cent,  the  value  of  the  tea  exported  exceeding  that 
in  1914  by  $10,619,290. 
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The  prcsperit}'  of  1915  was  due  to  a  well-distributed  rainfall,  and 
an  increased  demand  that  resulted  in  high  prices.  The  first  quarter 
of  the  year,  instead  of  being  dry,  as  is  usually  the  case,  was  punctu- 
ated Avith  constant  showers,  which  ga^'e  the  bushes  a  good  start.  Rain 
was  plentiful  until  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  which  Avas  deficient 
through  partial  failure  of  the  northeast  monsoon. 

The  most  notable  increases  in  the  exports  of  tea  were  to  Russia, 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  Egypt;  while  decreases  are  noted  in  the 
cases  of  Canada,  Australia,  and  the  United  States.  The  shipments  to 
America  amounted  to  approximately  500,000  pounds  less  than  in  1914. 

Germany  and  Austria,  which  together  purchased  over  000,000 
pounds  in  1914  and  approximately  1,000,000  pounds  in  1913,  disap- 
peared entirely  from  the  list  of  buyers;  as  did  Arabia,  Bulgaria. 
Roumania,  and  Turkey. 

Exports  of  green  tea  in  1915  amounted  to  5,154,033  pounds  as 
against  4,394,918  pounds  in  1914.  Green  tea  goes  almost  entirely  to 
the  United  States  and  Russia  in  about  equal  proportions. 

Increased  Production  and  Export  of  Rubber — Advance  in  Prices. 

The  rapidity  with  Avhieh  the  Ceylon  rubber  estates  are  coming 
into  bearing  is  shown  by  the  continued  increases  in  the  annual  ex- 
ports. In  1908  the  shipments  amounted  to  7,808  hundredweight  of 
112  pounds;  in  1909,  13,621  hundredweight;  in  1910,  33,952  hundred- 
weight; in  1911,  Gl,212  hundredweight;  in  1912,  132,569  hundred- 
weight; in  1913,  226,491  hundredweight;  in  1914,  306,724  hundred- 
weight; and  in  1915,  435,748  hundredweight. 

It  Avill  be  noted  that  the  quantity  exported  practically  doubled  each 
year  from  1908  to  1914.  As  in  the  case  of  tea,  the  rise  in  quantity 
exported  has  been  accompanied  by  considerable  rise  in  price,  from 
an  average  of  40.06  cents  to  one  of  53.53  cents  per  pound,  with  the 
]'esult  that  the  value  of  the  rubber  exported  advanced  from 
$20,037,753  to  $27,061,605,  a  figure  very  nearly  approaching  that  of 
the  total  value  of  tea  exported  in  1914.  It  is  thus  seen  that  rubber 
will  be  a  serious  competitor  with  tea  for  premier  honors  among  the 
staple  products  exported  from  Ceylon. 

The  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States  continued  as  the  prin- 
cipal buyers,  their  purchases  being  55.12  and  39.72  per  cent,  respec- 
tively, of  the  total,  as  against  62.9  and  23.19  per  cent  in  1914.  The 
first  sale  of  best  latex  crepe  in  January  brought  47.7  cents  (gold), 
while  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  81.1  cents.  Ribbed  smoked  sheet 
was  at  a  premium  over  first  latex  crepe  the  first  six  months  of  the 
year,  but  declined  to  the  same  level  the  last  half  of  the  year.  Ordi- 
nary biscuit  and  sheet  also  enjoj^ed  a  good  market,  but  only  a  few 
estates  continue  to  manufacture  this  grade. 

Products  of  the  Coconut  Palm. 

Of  the  three  greatest  agricultural  industries  in  Ceylon,  coconut 
fared  the  worst  during  1915.  Climatic  conditions  were  not  particu- 
larly favorable  during  the  year  for  coconut  products,  and  it  is  esti- 
mated that  there  w^as  a  shortage  of  some  28,000,000  nuts  as  compared 
"with  1914.  Coconuts  exported  decreased  in  number  b}''  5,500,000; 
coir  fiber,  by  32,000  hundredweight  of  112  pounds;  and  copra,  by 
203,000  hundredweight.  Desiccated  coconut,  however,  rose  by  37,000 
hundredweight,  and  iioonac  by  7,000  hundredweight.  Coconut  oil, 
although  showing  an  increase  in  quantity  of  15,000  hundredweight, 
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declined  in  value  by  $140,480,  as  a  result  of  a  fall  in  prices.  The  ex- 
portation of  coconut  products  was  seriously  affected  by  shortage  of 
tonnage  and  consequent  rise  in  cost  of  freight.  Pound  for  pound, 
rubber  is  Avorth  20  times  as  much  as  copra,  and  consequently  it  could 
much  better  afford  the  high  freights.  The  loss  of  the  German  mar- 
ket and  the  decline  in  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom  were  made 
up  to  some  extent  by  increased  shipments  to  ntlier  European  coim- 
tries.  The  year  closed  Avith  a  restoration  of  the  market  to  normal 
conditions. 

Cacao,  Cinnamon,  and  Tobacco. 

Cacao,  having  experienced  more  favorable  conditions  at  the  critical 
periods  of  its  growth,  more  than  recovered  from  the  serious  decrease 
in  ex]iorts  in  1014,  and  reached  a  figure  consideral)lv  higher  than 
that  of  1913.  Tlie  exports  in  1915  ^totaled  83,843  hundredweight, 
as  compared  with  54,770  hundredweight  in  1914,  the  value  bemg 
$1,015,133,  as  compared  with  $G70,714.  The  greater  part  of  the  cacao 
goes  to  Great  Britain,  the  next  best  customers  being  the  Philippine 
Islands,  the  United  States,  and  New  Zealand,  in  the  order  named. 
The  average  price,  $12.15  per  hundredweight,  was  slightly  lower  as 
compared  with  1914. 

Cinnnmon,  the  export  of  which  had  fallen  in  1914  by  nearly  10,000 
hundredweight,  rose  again  in  1915  by  21,000  hundredweight.  The 
leading  customers  were  tlie  United  Kingdom,  the  United  States,  and 
Spain,  in  the  order  named.  There  were  no  exports  of  wild  cinnamon. 
Prices  for  both  quills  and  chips  showed  a  sharp  decline  as  compared 
with  previous  years.  In  one  province  alone  last  3^ear  2,000  acres  of 
cinnamon  were  uprooted  and  planted  with  coconut,  and  in  another 
large  areas  were  replaced  by  rubber.  It  is  stated  that  the  more  ex- 
tended use  of  cassia  bark  from  China  was  a  decisive  factor  in  influ- 
encing the  price. 

The  exportation  of  locally  manufactured  tobacco  again  decreased. 
Local  methods  of  production  and  manufacture  are  at  present  the  sub- 
ject of  exhaustive  inquiry  and  experiment  by  an  American  tobacco 
expert,  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  time  a  better  quality  of  tobacco  may 
be  produced. 

Precious  and  Semiprecious  Stones — Plumbago. 

Tb.e  only  mineral  products  of  any  imj^ortance  in  Oylon  are 
precious  and  semiprecious  stones  and  plumbago  (grai^hite).  The 
market  for  stones  was  poor,  owing  largely  to  the  cessation  of  tourist 
trade.  Prices  were  generally  kept  up,  nevertheless,  production  being 
curtailed. 

Pluml)ago,  or  graphite,  recovered  quickly  from  the  slump  of  1914. 
The  exports  rose  from  284,502  hundredweight  of  112  pounds  in  1914 
to  430.351  hundredweight  in  1915.  During  the  first  half  of  the  year 
the  plumbago  industry  was  quiet,  but  with  the  removal  of  the  em- 
bargo on  exports  to  x^.merica  prices  rose  quickly  and  reached  $438 
per  ton  for  ordinary  lumps.  The  United  States,  the  United  King- 
dom, and  Russia  took  most  of  the  increased  exports.  [A  com]:>]'e- 
hensive  report  on  the  plumbago  situation  in  Ceylon  was  published 
in  Co:\rMERCE  Reports  for  Oct.  4,  1916.] 

Cardamons  and  citronella  oil  had  a  good  year,  especially  the  latter, 
wliich  showed  a  big  increase  in  shipments  to  the  United  States. 
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Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  total  value  of  exports  from  Ceylon  to  the  United  States  in 
1915,  as  declared  at  the  consulate,  greatly  exceeded  that  of  any  previ- 
ous year.  The  exports- for  1915  were  valued  at  $17,774,767,  as  com- 
pared with  $10,983,925  in  1914  and  $12,780,407  in  1913.  ' 

The  largest  item  was  raw  rubber,  valued  at  $11,449,319,  represent- 
ing nearly  two-thirds  of  the  total  exports  to  the  United  States.  Rub- 
ber and  plumbago  exports  showed  the  greatest  increases  over  1914, 
both  products  having  more  than  doubled  in  value. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  exports  from  Ceylon  to  the 
United  States  and  possessions  in  1914  and  1915,  according  to  the 
invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate  at  Colombo : 


Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Articles. 

1914 

1915 

TO  UNITED  STATE.?. 

Cacao 

J82,494 

47,421 

3,308 

115,992 

192,746 

649, 085 

2, 207,  OSS 

35, 790 

$70,913 
63, 155 

TO  UNITED  .STATES— con. 

Tea 

81,921,540 
20, 365 
4,395 

32,160,541 
11  370 

Cardamoms 

Tea  fluff 

Cardamom  seeds 

All  other  articles 

2  623 

198, 175 

274, 040 

325,331 

1,169,107 

10, 658 

2, 253 

21,019 

1,006 
10, 504 
2, 938 
20,  400 
1,957,197 
24, 158 
11,  449, 319 

Total 

Citronella  oil 

10,983,925 

17  774  767 

Cocomit,  desiccated 

Coconut  oil 

TO  PlIILIPFINE  I.SLANDS. 

Cacao 

120,062 

2,329 

13,127 

6 

Coir  yarn  

Croton  seeds 

122  063 

Crude  drugs 

20, 035 

631 

10,611 

1,806 

26, 445 

876, 304 

15,044 

4, 752, 219 

Fiber: 

Tea 

16, 379 

Bristle 

All  other  articles 

428 

Total               .  .  . 

Twisted 

135, 518 

13S, 876 

TO  HAWAII. 

Tea 

Plumbago  (graphite) 

Precious  stones 

5,077 

Rubber 

10,358 

Imports  by  Articles. 

The  total  value  of  Ceylon's  imports,  including  specie,  in  1915 
was  $54,049,510,  as  compared  with  $57,414,047  in  1914,  a  decrease  of 
$2,764,537. 

A  classified  list  of  the  principal  articles  imported,  with  their  quan- 
tities and  values,  for  the  years  1914  and  1915  is  given  in  the  follow- 
ing,' table : 


Articles. 

1911 

191 

5 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

^'a!ue. 

Animals,  live 

Food  and  drink: 

Bacon 

Beer  and  ale 

Biscuits 

Bulter 

number.. 

hundredweight . . 

gallons.. 

poimds.. 

do 

148,010 

1,355 

152, 557 

1,345,490 

467.  602 
1,451,762 
1,0.52,  .870 

199, 577 

198,  C58 

388, 135 

71, 764 

212, 648 

11,061 
14,352 
3,468 

42,978 
95.318 
28,066 

S316, 735 

37,939 
105,  ,555 
171,131 
118.. 509 
279, 002 
123. 978 
713, 079 

517, 693 
49.3.39 
676, 006 
642, 209 

51, 605 

,    93,532 

45,083 

94,450 
156,2.54 
61,333 

119,992 

1. 363 
152.396 
6()6, 395 
400.480 
]..522,09q 
'  952, 612 
210,373 

243,119 

362, 663 

78,594 

16.8,558 

7,523 
11,414 
3,170 

52,307 
87, 135 
20,518 

.?197,69t 

40.968 
113,659 
125,501 
116. 155 

Coffee 

Confectionery 

do.... 

do.... 

hundredweight.. 

274,. 305 
126,833 
,805,626 

Fish— 

.do  ... 

638, 677 

Tinned 

Other 

pounds.. 

hundredvvei'dit . . 

do 

47,833 
736  109 
497, 374 

Fruit- 

do.... 

26, 720 

Preserved 

Ghee 

Grain — 

Beaus 

Gram 

Oats 

'.'.''.'.'.'.'.' .WW..'... do. '.'.'. 
do.... 

WWWWW.WW.W.W.WWWW.^qWWW. 

80,467 
41, 152 

115,276 
142,8)5 
61,530 
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Articles. 


Food  and  drink— continued. 
Grain — ccntinucil. 

I'add> liun  Iredwoight. 

Teas do. . . 

Rice do... 

Ham do . . . 

Meat,  frozen do . . . 

Milk,  preserved 

Onions hundredweight . 

Potatoes do. . . 

Seeds,  sesame do. . . 

Spiiils— 

Jirandv gallons. 

Gin...". do... 

A\  hisky do . . . 

Sugar hundredweight . 

WJTj?  —Champagne gallons . 

Manuruiiured  articles: 

Acids do . . . 

Automobiles number. 

Book.s do . . . 

Bran hundredweight. 

Bricks  and  tiles number . 

Candles hundred  weight . 

Casks  and  sh.ooks number. 

Cement hundredw' eight. 

Chemicals do... 

Chinaware do. . . 

Cycles  and  parts 

Earthenware pieces. 

Electrical  goods hundredweight. 

Embroidery yards . 

Explosives ." 

Fancy  articles cases. 

Furniture pieces . 

Glass hundredweight. 

Gunny  bags do. . . 

Haberdashery 

Hats  and  bonnets cases. 

Jewelry 

Lamps number. 

Leather  goods cases. 

Machinery hundredweight. 

Matches gross  boxes . 

Musical  instruments number. 

Painter's  colors hundredweight. 

Paper reams. 

Perfumery gallons. 

Poonac,  sesame hundredweight. 

Shoes pairs. 

Soap hundredweight . 

Stationery cases. 

Tea  chests number. 

Umbrellas do/en. 

Watches number. 

Metals: 

Barbed  wire hundredweight . 

Brassware do.. . 

Hardware do... 

Iron — 

Galvanized do. . . 

Hoop do. . . 

Lead- 
Pig do... 

Tea do. . . 

Nails  and  rivets do... 

Steel,  cast do. . . 

Steel  ware do. 

Tin  slabs do... 

All  other 

Narcotics: 

Cigarettes pounds. 

<"igars do. . . 

Tobacco — 

Manufactured do... 

Not  manufactured do . . . 

Raw  materials  and  miscellaneous: 

Coal tons . 

Cotton — 

Raw hundredweight . 

Wast  e do . . . 


Quantity. 


5:i0,  .^38 

170.172 

7,'10n,2''.9 

1,122 

H,  2tt(j 


294.371 
143,604 
2(i,39S 

72, 001 

l.'?7,t)S6 

104, 7 J9 

503,21.5 

3,619 

63,211 

459 

799, 766 

57,  873 

5, 33,S,  403 

15, 188 

15, 773 

355, 147 

8,330 

26,239 


1,611,204 

2, 093 

1,162,327 


11,845 
10, 650 
21,015 
20,«i>2 


727 


322,040 

3,039 

54,996 

302, 674 

4,522 

11,477 

199, 890 

3,145 

473,901 

114,256 

33,  486 

2,590 

2, 70S,  339 

21, 760 

24, 843 

38,365 

1,796 

107,093 

92, 745 
27, 194 

74,  824 
32, 396 
15, 172 
94,348 
35,471 
875 


318,  904 
22,809 

36, 005 
10, 924 

598, 957 

4,746 
1,892 


Value. 


S59S,7S1 
3S9.n") 
16,  73!,  38] 
12, 121 
38,702 
175, 450 
2,86, 698 
273, 037 
8),  793 

1.59, 660 
161,  839 
228, 925 
1,711,282 
32, 191 

63,697 

844.7f-3 

164,859 

73.429 

106, 6,53 

128. 488 

66,  471 

219, 246 

275,606 

176, 128 

Ho,  227 

73, 887 

58, 620 

61,861 

93, 157 

160:920 

i'i,  6.S5 

127,044 

161,260 

717,218 

73,  780 

160, 668 

75,524 

57, 2,SS 

764,3.85 

89, 463 

54, 809 

83,677 

182,  .34  7 

63, 863 

615,072 

142, 870 

254, 756 

110,  224 

903, 844 

113,  (W2 

66, 597 

lis,  1,32 

06,597 
791, 361 

334,:i,>S 
65, 223 

301,544 

198, 700 
46, 445 

166, 352 
82, 090 
32, 821 

336, 873 

317,761 
24,968 

22,408 
3,797 

3,571,121 

65, 687 
13,458 


Quantity. 


5.59.012 

196. 571 

7,173,778 

1,:«5 

5,  590 


257, 947 
102, 195 
36,  725 

40, 638 

76,  085 

105,  581 

467,  7P2 

2,142 

13, 362 

273 

595, 69 ! 

58, 626 

4,5)9,369 

12,  350 

26,  035 

331,372 

9,561 

9, 156 


1,514,965 

2, 163 

1,087,111 


8,213 
6,  404 
18,041 
15,111 


748 


156, 985 

5, 021 

62, 645 

354, 259 

1,3.S6 

12,239 

120, 465 

1,761 

435,026 

75,  452 

29,061 

2,  275 

,221,127 

22, 238 

14,  424 

5,318 

1.S97 

36, 953 

78, 919 
42, 054 

96,073 
24,578 
32.618 
54,  ,809 
591 
1,237 


214,840 
22,  ,890 

17,  ,327 
7,  .35  7 

641,586 

8,064 
2,401 


Value. 


S600, 326 

439, 634 

16, 432. 907 

39, 695 

87  554 

162, 015 

244,572 

168,330 

112, 004 

112,391 

101,545 

249,  OSS 

2, 284, 175 

17.269 

14,400 

541,789 

166, 187 

81. 529 

83,360 

99, 626 

109, 192 

231,671 

278, 521 

68,480 

52, 204 

62,910 

40, 727 

57, 774 

63, 392 

100, 403 

17, 920 

134, 845 

107, 20S 

549, 431 

72, 624 

138, 273 

34,6,39 

52,591 

678, 326 

115,741 

23, 434 

96,339 

136, 1357 

47,352 

•559,864 

92, 273 

229,333 

90, 021 

962, 496 

113,049 

41,158 

20,509 
71,045 
393, 481 

390,832 
178,325 

502, 822 
169, 431 
132, 149 
147, 170 
7,271 
48,659 
363, 128 

222, 370 
22,572 

12,  ,837 
2,11) 

3, 915, 252 

73,088 
17,715 
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.\rticles. 

1914 

191 

5 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Raw  materials  and  miscellaneous— Continued. 

Hides hundredweight. . 

Manure- 
Natural do 

Manufactured do 

Oil- 
Castor  do 

Kerosene gallons . . 

Liquid  fuel do 

Lubricating do 

Petrol do 

Precious  stones --.  -.  

1,131 

1,076,480 
101,281 

4,918 

5, 186, 153 

3,566,302 

269, 079 

701,082 

S9, 005 

1,601,890 
379,614 

34, 8a3 
775, 515 
162, 223 

87, 579 

192, 695 

199,561 

1,805,705 

71,341 
32, 605 
430, 651 
309,318 

416, 831 
80,902 

1,496,932 

1, 314, 640 

297,  827 

454, 195 

13,806 

35;?,  382 

209, 140 

80, 885 

202, 404 

47,954 

256, 857 

5,291,709 

530 

1,570,707 
1,185 

4,694 

5,675,959 

7,514,182 

261,268 

607, 774 

$3,920 

2,359,907 
3,682 

34,265 
963,503 
365,677 

92,151 
183,804 
101,043 

Rubber 

Seeds- 
Cotton 

Tea 

Timber 

Another 

pounds.. 

..hundredweight.. 

do 

tons.. 

3, 202, 385 

34,347 

853 

10,422 

3, 005, 906 

34,929 

654 

7, 844 

1,611,338 

66,946 

28,634 

368,087 

258,001 

Textiles: 

Apparel 

292,659 

Lace  and  uet 

Piece  goods- 
Dyed 

Bleached 

Gray 

Printed 

Muslin 

Other 

yards.. 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

1,916,066 

17,094,517 

20,444,911 

4, 594, 289 

7,a32,178 

185,774 

1,929,965 

14,385,944 
9,788,072 
4,742,470 
4,373,334 
78,547 

01, 869 

1,165,768 
750,308 
309,019 
303,589 
4,365 
190,588 

Silk  and  satin 

Thread 

Woolens 

Yarn  and  twist,  dyed 

Mi.xed  materials 

yards.. 

cases.. 

yards.. 

pounds.. 

709, 846 

661 

395, 435 

190, 114 

410,041 

1,424 

95, 507 

199, 183 

134,051 
112,271 
97,161 
49,770 
210,473 

All  other  articles 

4, 660, 181 

Total 

55, 905, 553 
2, 122, 338 

5:3,089,540 

Specie 

1,559,970 

Grand  total 

57, 414, 047 

54,649,519 

More  than  one-half  of  the  cement  came  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
Japan  and  Denmark  supplying  most  of  the  remainder.  Japan  oc- 
cupies the  place  formerly  held  by  Germany  in  this  trade.  The 
article  supplied  by  Japan  is  cheap ;  it  is  put  up  in  strong  barrels  to 
prevent  wastage,  and  is  said  to  be  gaining  in  popularity.  The  higher 
cost  of  transportation  from  England,  as  well  as  America,  is  a  handi- 
cap in  this  as  in  many  other  commodities.  The  United  Kingdom  sup- 
plied by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  confectionery. 

Imports  of  Cotton  Goods. 

There  were  large  decreases  in  the  values  of  cotton  lace.  net.  and 
piece  goods — bleached,  dyed,  printed,  muslin,  etc.,  but  yarn  and  twist 
show  considerable  increases  in  consequence  of  the  demand  created  in 
the  local  weaving  industry.  The  following  table  shows  the  value  of 
the  receipts  of  cotton  goods  from  the  United  Kingdom,  British  pos- 
sessions, and  foreign  countries  during  the  last  three  years : 


Sources  of  supply. 


United  Kingdom . . 

British  possessions 
Foreign  countries. . 

Total 


§2,969.874 
928, 995 
647,552 


1914 


S2, 931, 795 
609, 787 
696,204 


4,516,431   4,237,786 


$1,856,031 
910,559 
310,230 


3,076,820 
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Gasoline  and  Kerosene. 


Imports  of  gasoline  declined  by  nearly  100,000  gallons,  bnt  those 
of  kerosene  made  a  remarkable  advance  of  no  less  than  489,806  gal- 
lons. The  flnctnations  in  the  sources  of  supply  of  these  petroleum 
products  during  the  last  two  years  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Countries. 

1914 

1915 

Countries. 

1914 

1915 

GASOLINE. 

United  Kingdom 

Gallons. 

0 

28,838 

C28,996 

39,267 

Gallons. 

KEROSENE— continued. 
Persia             

Gillons. 
3,055,304 
4(;i,803 

Gallons. 
1,275,2.30 

Rus.'^ia  in  Asia 

United  States 

Borneo  (excluding  British) 

564,214 

2,569,471 

Cas3  oil -• 

1,225,344 

1 

1, 564, 003 

Sumatra.                       .  . 

11, 880 
31,680 

United  Kingdom 

British  India 

United  States 

3,975 

22 

Borneo       (excluding 
British ) 

5,940 

Total 

701,082 

607,774 

7, 933 

3 

KEHOSEXE. 

3,960,809 
443,702 

4,111,951 
267,250 

United  States 

1,219,403 

1,5.56,047 

Total 

Bulk  oil 

5, 180, 153 

5, 675, 953 

Borneo      (excluding 
British) 

Lamps,  Manure,  Metals,  and  Metal  Ware. 

Of  the  15G,985  lamps  imported  last  year,  101,222  came  from  Japan. 
These  were  principally  small  glass  kitchen  lamps  of  trifling  value; 
most  of  the  better  kinds  were  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  to  a  less  extent  from  the  United  States. 

There  was  an  increase  in  both  quantity  and  value  of  imported  ma- 
nui'es — one  of  the  many  indications  of  the  satisfactory  position  of  the 
agricultural  industry  of  the  island.  The  returns  show  that  on  the 
elimination  of  Germany  and  Austria  as  sources  of  supply  imports 
of  basic  slag  and  nitrate  of  soda  were  obtained  from  the  United 
Kingdom  and  of  superphosphates  from  Japan. 

In  metals  and  metal  ware  there  was  a  decrease  of  $114,575,  as  com- 
pared with  1914.  The  most  important  head  in  metals  is  hardware; 
this  shov.s  the  largest  decrease,  which  in  the  case  of  the  United  King- 
dom amounted  to  50  per  cent.  Barbed  wire  also  shows  a  large  de- 
crease. The  increase  in  the  imports  of  pig  lead  for  conversion  into 
tea  lead  more  than  made  up  for  the  decrease  of  imports  of  manufac- 
tured tea  lead,  and  was  due  to  the  demand  brought  about  by  in- 
crea.sed  exports  of  tea.  In  1915  the  United  States  furnished  11  per 
cent  of  the  total  import  of  metals  and  hardware;  Burma,  15  per  cent; 
and  the  United  Kingdom,  63  per  cent. 

Imports  of  Automobiles — Silk  and  Woolen  Goods. 

In  1915  imports  of  automobiles  totaled  296,  as  against  459  in  1914, 
407  in  19J3,  239  in  1912,  and  213  in  1911. 

The  increased  demand  for  medium-priced  cars  has  been  supplied 
by  the  United  States,  imports  from  that  country  increasing  from 
120  cars  in  1914  to  174  cars  in  1915.  [The  new  import  duty  of  33J 
per  cent  ad  valorem  on  automobiles,  that  was  imposed  in  August, 
1916,  was  treated  of  fully  in  a  report  published  in  Commerce  Re- 
ports for  Oct.  19,  1916.] 

A  continued  decline  is  noted  in  the  imports  of  tobacco  w^ares.  Al- 
though cigar  im]X)rts  remained  almost  the  same  as  in  1914,  there 
was  a  heavy  decline  in  the  receipts  of  cigarettes  and  manufactured 
tobacco. 
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There  were  decreases  in  the  importation  of  silk  broad  stuffs,  hand- 
kerchiefs, scarfs,  and  Lace,  whereas  silk  ribbons  and  velvet  showed 
increases. 

A  sharp  decline  was  noticed  in  the  importation  of  woolen  goods 
dnring  1915.  The  supply  from  Germany,  which  formerly  sent  be- 
tween one-fifth  and  one-sixth  of  the  total,  ceased,  except  for  small 
quantities  reexported  from  other  countries,  and  British  mills  were 
unable  to  meet  the  deficiency. 

Market  for  American  Piece  Goods,  Iron  and  Steel  Products,  Etc. — Credits. 

American  piece  goods  are  beginning  to  find  their  way  into  Ceylon, 
although  confined  largely  to  gray  drills.  In  view  of  the  rise  in  the 
cost  of  production  of  English  cotton  goods,  there  seems  to  be  an 
excellent  opportunity  in  Ceylon  for  American  cotton-goods  manufac- 
turers. 

There  have  been  many  inquiries  at  this  consulate  for  information 
regarding  American  iron  and  steel  goods.  Difficulty  has  been  expe- 
rienced in  getting  the  goods  shipped,  however.  Several  orders  are 
known  to  have  been  pending  for  periods  npward  of  a  year  or  more 
awaiting  shipment.  India  has  turned  out  fair  quantities  of  pig  iron, 
but  rolled  sections  and  bars  have  been  practically  unobtainable. 

American  automobiles,  drug  and  medical  supplies,  paints  and 
varnishes,  and  canned  goods  have  been  particularly  successful  in 
this  market  during  the  past  year.  American  products  are  becoming 
more  and  more  in  evidence  in  Ceylon,  although  there  is  yet  much 
room  for  systematic  Avork  on  the  part  of  American  exporters. 

Man}?^  manufacturers  in  America  are  requiring  established  credit 
in  New  York  to  enable  them  to  draAv  against  the  railway  bill  of 
lading.  While  such  difficult  terms  of  sale  may  be  warranted  under 
present  conditions,  they  make  the  sale  of  American  goods  impossible 
in  many  cases.  Importers  are  usually  willing  to  establish  credit  in 
an  American  bank  so  the  exporter  may  draw  against  documents 
f.  o.  b.  steamer  port  of  sailing.  But  if  goods  have  to  be  paid  for 
against  railway  bill  of  lading,  the  Ceylon  importers  are  naturally 
fearful  lest  the  goods  may  never  be  placed  on  board  a  steamer,  espe- 
cially when  the  American  manufacturer  stipulates  he  can  not  guar- 
antee that  the  goods  will  be  shipped. 

Commercial  Travelers — Prospects  for  American  Trade  Extension. 

The  number  of  American  salesmen  visiting  this  market  is  on  the 
increase.     They  invariably  report  excellent  trade  results. 

The  disadvantages  under  which  American  exporters  trade  with 
Ceylon  in  normal  times,  as  compared  with  European  competitors — 
high  freights  and  late  deliveries  due  to  distance,  lack  of  American 
banking  facilities,  and  dependence  on  foreign  bottoms — have  been 
largely  nullified  by  the  Avar.  The  fact  is  that  Ceylon  is  now  buying 
American  manufactures  in  large  quantities  because  they  are  unob- 
tainable elsewhere;  whether  the  United  States  will  be  able  to  retain 
this  business  after  the  war  will  depend  largely  on  the  correction  of 
the  last  two  factors  mentioned  above.  The  first  two  factors,  distance 
and  higher  freights,  are  constant,  and  will  ahvays  be  operative  in 
the  case  of  America's  trade  with  Ceylon;  they  may,  however,  be 
largely  offset  by  decreased  cost  of  quantity  production  and  reputation 
built  upon  honest  dealing  and  superior  quality.  America  now  occu- 
pies a  leading  position  in  the  opinion  of  Ceylonese  me^'chants.     The 
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natives  must  be  mainly  considered  in  an}^  well-directed  campaign  for 
trade  extension,  for  out  of  a  total  population  of  4,424,300  in  this 
consular  district  there  are  normally  onl}^  about  7,500  Europeans. 
Importance  of  American  Banks  and  Shipping. 

In  vieAv  of  the  voliune  of  raw  materials  purchased  by  the  United 
States  in  this  market,  and  its  increasing  sales,  it  is  believed  that  the 
establishment  of  an  American  bank  in  Colombo  would  be  a  decisive 
factor  in  the  furtherance  of  trade  relations,  if  coincident  with  the 
building  up  of  American  shipping. 

America's  competitors  in  this  market,  namely,  England,  France, 
the  Netherlands,  Japan,  Norway,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  transport 
their  manufactures  to  Ceylon  and  take  back  their  purchases  of  raw 
materials  in  ships  fl.ying  their  own  flags.  With  the  exception  of 
Switzerland,  the  United  States  alone  pays  heavy  tolls  to  foreign 
shipowners  for  its  participation  in  the  trade  of  Ceylon.  The  magni- 
tude of  this  handicap  will  be  realized  when  it  is  recalled  that  the 
United  States  ranks  second  as  a  purchaser  of  Cejdon  products  and 
third  as  a  source  of  supply  (Great  Britain  first  and  Japan  second), 
the  total  trade  in  1915  amounting  to  no  less  than  $18,641,852.  It  is 
the  opinion  of  this  consulate  that  the  total  trade  of  the  United  States 
witli  Ceylon  for  191G  will  be  well  over  $30,000,000.  Unless  the  con- 
ditions as  regards  banking  facilities  and  shipping  are  remedied  it 
is  predicted  that  the  United  States  will  not  be  able  to  hold  its  ad- 
vanced position  as  a  source  of  Ceylon  supply  for  manufactures,  which 
has  resulted  from  present  abnormal  conditions. 

Shipping  Movements. 

The  number  of  vessels  entering  the  ]:)orts  of  Ceylon  in  1915  was 
4,2r2,  representing  a  tonnage  of  7.883,208,  as  compared  with  4,401 
vessels  of  9,338,535  tons  in  1914.  The  distribu' ion,  according  to  na- 
tionality, omitting  warships  and  vessels  calling  to  coal,  for  1914  and 
1915,  is' shown  in  the  following  table: 


Nalionalitj'. 


Num- 
ber. 


Tons. 


Num- 
ber. 


Tons. 


British 

Colonial. 


i,84n 

1,141 


4, 610, 513 
97,241 


1,103 
1,847 


3,508,012 
268, 938 


Total  British  ships. 


2,981 


4, 707, 754 


2,950 


3,776,950 


American. . 
Austrian... 

Bcfeian 

Danish 

Dutch 

French 

Ocnnan 

Grec'c 

Italian 

.Japaio50.. . 
Nor^vc^ian . 

]lus^ia^ 

Siamese 

Spanish 

Swedish 


225, 966 


11,745 


10 

120 

116 

151 

4 

19 
105 

25 

38 
1 

2(; 

3 


45, 640 

446, 706 

403,375 

612,852 

12,351 

.52, 349 

435,657 

31,440 

98, 600 

2,228 

63, 297 

7,312 


1,800 
37, 249 
302, 279 
329, 656 


1 

18 
1.39 
54 
10 


2,489 

50,453 

573, 542 

66, 173 

13,611 


65, 283 
30, 767 


Total  foreign  ships 

G  rand  total I    3^  682 


2,437,773 


457 


1,476,110 


7,145,527       3,407 


5, 253, 060 


12  SUPPLEMENT    TO    COMMERCE   REPORTS. 

Freight  Rates. 

At  the  beginning  of  1915  the  freight  rate  on  tea  was  $8.03;  rubber, 
$14.60;  and  general  cargo,  $0.69  to  $7.91,  all  plus  a  war  surcharge 
of  20  per  cent.  In  April  a-n  all-round  advance  was  made  to  $19.47 
plus  20  per  cent,  at  which  figures  freights  remained  generally 
throughout  the  year.  At  the  close  of  the  year  freight  rates  to  New 
York  for  tea  and  general  cargo  were  $18.25  and  for  rubber  $22.51 
plus  a  Avar  surcharge  of  50  per  cent.  Kates  from  New  York  to 
Colombo  were  higher. 
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